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Express Advocate
           Friday, August 18, 2006                    Phone: 4323 5000

GOSFORD - PENINSULA

CENTRAL COAST Friday

YOUR LOCAL CUMBERLAND NEWSPAPER FREE

LIFTOUT

Move up
More than 500 
properties listedNew Commodore hits the road

LIFTOUT

Run it ’til you sell it - phone 13 19 79 for Coast Classifieds

Depth of despair
Company’s
new bid to
mine seabed
RICHARD NOONE

Gosford councillor Terri Latella at Terrigal Beach. Picture: PETER CLARK

MILLIONS of tonnes of sand could
be extracted from seabeds off the
Central Coast if a mining plan
goes ahead.

Sydney Marine Sand has ap-
plied for a licence to explore 180sq
km of the seabed between Gosford
and Norah Head.

The company made a similar
application for the same area in
2000 but it was rejected by then
NSW Premier Bob Carr.

It met opposition again in 2003
when an exploration licence for an
area off Sydney’s northern
beaches was refused.

The current application for the
coast is three times the size of the
northern beaches proposal and
would be carried out in water
between 50m and 100m deep.

The area is beyond the three
nautical mile limit (5.5km) over
which the State Government has
control, so the Federal Govern-
ment will have the final say on the
application.

The company hopes to find sand
suitable for the Sydney building
industry, which is facing sand
shortages as quarries at Kurnell
and Penrith run out.

■ To Page 4

Latella to seek
council support

THE
ENTRANCE

TERRIGAL

Three nautical

mile limit

Proposed
180 sq km

survey zone

Marine National
Park

GOSFORD councillor Terri
Latella will try to enlist council
support to block a sand explo-
ration licence off the Central
Coast.

Cr Latella said she hoped
fellow councillors would sup-
port her and lobby the Govern-
ment to scrap the application.

‘‘There are a lot of alterna-
tives to using sand in construc-
tion, which need to be investi-
g a t e d b e f o r e w e e v e n
considered exploring for a
mine,’’ she said. Ms Latella said
the coast had several precious
marine species that needed pro-
tection and she would contact
environmental experts to as-
sess the full impacts.

■ To Page 4

Upper Deck
SEAFOOD STEAK VIEWS

BEST SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 04, 05, 06

4324 6705
Views over beautiful Brisbane Waters

Website: www.upperdeck.com.au Email: upperdeck@upperdeck.com.au
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WATERFRONT RESTAURANT
AND FUNCTION CENTRE

ASK ABOUT OUR CRUISE OPTIONS
Brisbane Water Dr, Koolewong Ph 4342 9994

www.theboathousewaterfrontrestaurant.com.au

OPEN
FATHER'S DAY

Breakfast
and Lunch

What fuel crisis?

Central Coast Volkswagen
360 Mann St, Gosford Ph: 4323 4733
CLICK ON OUR WEBSITE www.ccmg.com.au DL 19041

The 1.9 litre turbo diesel engine has ultra low consumption of just 
5.0L/100km makes it possible to travel up to 900km on just a single tank.
#Combined city/highway driving for Polo TDI as per the Australian Standard 

ADR 81/01
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CENTRAL COAST NEWS

Latella to seek
council support
■ From Page 1

Mayor Laurie Maher agreed. He
said council would be ‘‘very
worried’’ about a licence to ex-
plore the seabed as a potential
sand mine.

‘‘There is no way in the world
we would ever give serious con-
sideration for mining,’’ he said.

Meanwhile, a Wyong Council
spokeswoman said they first
heard about the application when
they were contacted by the Ex-
press Advocate.

She said the council would wait
until it was ‘‘officially notified’’ by
NSW Primary Industries before it
responded.

Trawler owner: commercial
fishing would be decimated
RICHARD NOONE

Prawn trawler Graeme Hillyard said sand mining would be catastrophic for fishermen.

COMMERCIAL fishing on the
Central Coast could be decimated
by seabed exploration.

The Hawkesbury Trawl Associ-
ation said the sonar used in sand
exploration disrupted fish mi-
gratory paths – particularly affect-
ing commercial species.

Chairman and prawn trawler
Graeme Hillyard, of Blackwall,
said lobsters, prawns and popular
school fish travelled the corridor
earmarked for exploration and
would ‘‘disappear’’.

‘‘From the evidence we’ve been
shown that’s the case,’’ he said.

‘‘If it leads to sand mining it
would be catastrophic for com-
m e r c i a l a n d r e c r e a t i o n a l
fishermen.’’

The association will ask Ocean
Watch – the environmental sci-
ence organisation sponsored by
commercial fishing – to evaluate
the possible effects of the tech-
nology outlined in Sydney Marine
Sand’s exploration application.

Mr Hillyard said there were also
grave concerns for whales and
dolphins. ‘‘It would depend on
what time of year [exploration]
was done because whales also
travel this path,’’ he said.

Company’s new bid
to mine seabed
■ From Page 1

Sydney Marine Sand director
Darren Skene said the application
was for ‘‘exploration only’’ and
was subject to very strict environ-
mental constraints.

Much of it will be done using
imaging and geophysical mapping
of the sea floor, which uses
frequencies deemed safe for sea-
life and, in particular, whales.
Further exploration of the seabed
would involve taking 3kg samples
from up to 6m deep, he said.

‘‘We would hope it would be
considered on its merits,’’ Mr
Skene said. ‘‘Marine sand rep-
resents a possible and potentially
environmentally acceptable
alternative to current construc-
tion sand sources, an alternative
which remains largely unexplored
and ignored.’’

Asquith: exploration presentations unconvincing
COMMUNITY Environment Net-
work chairman John Asquith said
presentations he had seen on
offshore sand mine exploration
were ‘‘unconvincing’’.

‘‘They’re really yet to qualify
the environmental impacts of the
equipment and technology used in

the exploration of sand,’’ he said.
The underwater sand dunes, the

focus of this exploration, stretch
along the east coast and are
largely deposited by the current.

Mr Asquith questioned why the
Central Coast had to be Sydney’s
sand pit when there were similar

s u p p l i e s n e a r t h e c i t y .
‘‘It is being put up as an

alternative to what’s pulled out of
Somersby,’’ he said. ‘‘But because
it’s coming out of saltwater it
would have to be washed and no
one has large volumes of cheap
freshwater.’’

Linda Emery & Associates

Linda Emery & Associates
Professional & 
Quality Legal 
conveyancing 
service for all your 
conveyancing needs
• Free quote and 

advice
• Competitive fixed 

fees
• No hidden extras
• Prompt & friendly 

service

4323 4766
95 Erina Street, Gosford
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BUYING OR SELLING REAL ESTATE?

12 MONTHS INTEREST
AND PAYMENT FREE

CONDITIONS APPLY - MINIMUM $500 PURCHASE Gentleman’s Outfitters since 1937
reubenfscarf

ERINA; SHOP T284, ERINA FAIR. PH; 4365 1076

CHARLESTOWN; Shop 19, Charlestown Sq. Ph; 4942 1665
KOTARA; Shop 1/44 Westfield. Ph; 4957 7170

REUBEN F SCARF STORES ALSO AT; ALEXANDRIA, BANKSTOWN, LIVERPOOL, RIVERWOOD, SYDNEY CBD

TUGGERAH; SHOP 2020, WESTFIELD. PH; 4353 9138

www.reubenfscarf.com.au

MICROFIBRE SUITS

95$

DISCONTINUED

ERINA &
TUGGERAH
STORES ONLY
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LMICROFIBRE
SELF STRIPE SUIT

INFARED
COTTON SHIRT
SUPER WOVEN
FASHION TIE

$199
$59
$29

RRP

RRP

RRP

$287RRP

149
TOTAL WORTH

$PAY
JUST

YOU
SAVE 138!$

$596RRP

299
TOTAL WORTH

$PAY
JUST

YOU
SAVE 297$

$399
$129
$39

RRP

RRP

RRP

$29

WOOL BLEND SUIT

MATCHING SUIT TRS

BUSINESS SHIRT

WOVEN FASHION TIE

CHARCOAL, NAVY OR BLACK

RED LABEL

RRP
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cosmetic 
& plastic surgery

4365 5322
ERINA FAIR MEDICAL CENTRE
email: info@sydneyplasticsurgery.org
web: www.sydneyplasticsurgery.org

for the latest advice and direction 
in the most advanced procedures,
cosmetic and plastic surgery, 
by appropriately trained and
experienced plastic surgeon, with 
30 years experience, visit

Norman A. Olbourne
MB.BS, (Hons), BSc(Med.), FRCS, FRCS ED, FRACS.
Fellow Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
Member Australian Society of Plastic Surgeons

• PREOPERATIVE COMPUTERISED
IMAGING

• BREAST ENHANCEMENT 
& REDUCTION

• COSMETIC FACIAL SURGERY
• LASER RESURFACING
• RHINOPLASTY
• ULTRASONIC LIPOSUCTION

DL19817

2 HUGE LOCATIONS

ESANDA FINANCIAL SERVICES

CENTRAL COAST'S LARGEST HOLDEN DEALER GROUP

DON’T MISS 

OUR

GREAT DEALS!
See pages 8, 9, 10 & 11
of today’s CARSguide

GOSFORD 10 Pacifi c Hwy 4325 0511
TUGGERAH 170-172 Pacifi c Hwy 4351 2588
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